THE

STORY

PROJECT

esgion Flan (07 Ch’llfren and{ '{ohng People

Children, Youth Team

NOTES FOR LEADERS

- Create a safe space for the conversation.

- Be aware that sharing stories can leave people feeling vulnerable.

« Ensure that everyone is given an opportunity to contribute to the session but don’
force anybody to speak if they are not comfortable.

« More information on Testimony is available here: https://thestoryproject.org.uk/assets
downloadables/Testimony-Core-Theological-Affirmations.pdf

INTRODUCTION = A STORY TO TELL 5-10 minutes

Begin the session with one of the leaders telling a story. It doesn’t have to be faith-related, but
should be interesting or entertaining. It could be something you have read in the news, or a
popular children’s/youth story. —
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E}gada“ﬁ}ﬁe of discussion: / -
4 1. Did you like the story?
2. What kept you interested? -
3. How did it make you feel? Why?
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Askfex’i’efryone to’§bar‘éﬂé story they remember; maybe a story they have never forgotten.
Quiestions to-help lead this:

( ’IWhat was the story?

2. Why have you remembered it? Was it to do with the content, or the time, or place?
3. How did it make you feel?

ACTIVITY = OPEN THE BIBLE 7 minutes

Choose an appropriate bible story for your group in advance.

Ask the group to work in pairs or threes to read the story to each other. Then ask them to retell the
story to the other groups in their own words.

You can make it challenging by setting a word count or time limit to the retelling.
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ACTIVITY = WHY SHOULD WE SHARE GOD’S STORY? 10 minutes

The suggested bible passages for you to explore in this section are: Isaiah 52:7, Isaiah 61:1, Mark 1:1,
Mark 1:14, Matthew 9:35, Luke 4:43, Romans 10:17.
Read some or all of the suggested passages and discuss the questions below:
1. Which words leap out at you?
2. What questions do these passages raise for you?
3. How do these passages help answer the question of why we should be sharing the story of
God?

ACTIVITY = TALKING ABOUT GOD 7 minutes

Create a continuum by labelling one end of the room Easy and the other end Difficult. Ask the
young people to place themselves on the line in response to the question. After each question
enter into a discussion about why people have stood where they are.

ou find it easy/difficult to talk about God with...
Close friends?

to talk about God?

Church
Youth
ine

At a sleepover

ACTIVITY = WHAT’S THE STORY? 7 minutes

Draw a figure in the middle of a large piece of paper (ideally flip-chart size) that vaguely looks
like Jesus (open to group’s own interpretation!) As a group decide on 20 words that you think are
important in retelling the story of Jesus and write those words around the figure you have drawn.

Give everyone a piece of A4 paper and individually do the same task as above, but this time they
draw themselves in the middle of the paper. Around the outside they should write down the 20
words that describe their story with God.
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ACTIVITY = HOW TO TELL THE STORY 10 minutes

Print out the following list and hand out copies to everyone. Ask the young people to list the pros
and cons of sharing the story in these ways (try and encourage the young people to think of pros
and cons for each scenario).

1. Your Church hires a football stadium for an event with big bands and people talking about Go
in their lives.

2. Two people stand on a corner of the road, telling everyone to repent from their sins.

3. You keep a vlog of your Christian story and invite your friends to view it.

4. You take loads of photos of poor people you have given free coffee to and post it on your
social media.

5. Stick a poster on your church outside noticeboard that says, “People who believe in God live in
here.”

6. Invite your friends round to preach to them.

7. Your friend is goi a tough time and you ask them if you can pray for them.

8. You € a Christmas card to send to your non-Christian friends that image of the

ativity on it.

9. The Christian Unio

question about

school hosts an event whe yone can come and ask a Christian any
ir faith (sometimes call ill a Christian).

enge the group to:
1. Use their chosen approach to share where God is in their story.
2. Come back together as a group and discuss what it was like to share their story.

ACT'V'TY - PRAY 5 minutes

Pray together as a group asking God to open up opportunities to share your story, and to have the
courage to do so when those opportunities arise.
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